Baldock  Urban  District 


ANNUAL  MEDICAL 
REPORT  FOR  1920. 


The  Health  of  Baldock 


REVIEW  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


The  following  report  regarding  the 
health  of  Baldock  for  the  year  1920  was 
submitted  to  the  Baldock  Urban  District 
Council  recently  by  Dr.  Bertram  Suggit, 
the  Medical  Officer. 

The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Dis- 
trict Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

1 have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your 
Council  my  fifth  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  dis- 
trict, which  shows  great  progress  as  re- 
gards water  supply,  sewerage  and  hous- 
ing. Though  a great  deal  has  been  done, 
there  still  remains  more.  The  general 
health  of  the  town  has  been  remarkably 
good,  with  the  exception  of  the  whooping 
cough  epidemic  and  a few  cases  of 
measles  early  in  the  year. 

The  death-rate  and  infant  mortality  are 
extremely  low,  and  the  birth-rate  high. 

Notifiable  infectious  diseases  have  been 
few  if  we  exclude  those  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, which  have  been  inordinately  high. 
NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1911  the 
total  population  was  2,094  for  an  area  of 
285  acres.  For  an  area  of  358  acres  the 
figure  for  the  present  year  is  computed  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  be  2,494,  an  in- 
crease of  96  over  the  previous  year. 

Physical  Features,  etc. — Baldock  is  situ- 
ated on  a dry  chalky  subsoil  in  longitude 
0°  IP  W.  and'  latitude  51°  59'  N.  in  a slight 
depression  from  194  to  280  feet  above  sea 
level. 

The  River  Ivel  arises  from  numerous 
springs  in  the  North  part  of  the  town.  The 
annual  rainfall  was  20.83ins.,  representing 
175  wet  days.  The  wettest  month  was  July, 
with  a rainfall  of  3.76ins.  and  22  wet  days. 
April  followed  closely  with  3.49ins.  and  23 
wet  days.  February  was  the  driest  month 
with  .45ins.  and  10  wet  days.  We  had 
four  days’  hard  frost  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber and  eight  days’  frost  and  snow  in  the 
middle  of  December. 

Social  Conditions. — The  chief  occupa- 
tions are  malting,  brewing,  agriculture, 
and  sheet-metal  working.  A large  propor- 
tion of  workers  are  employed  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Garden  City  of  Letchworth. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — Sixty-six  births  were  registered 
in  the  district,  which,  with  the  addition  of 
two  children  born  outside,  gives  us  the 
figure  68  for  the  year.  Of  the  total  68 
births,  31  were  males  and  37  females,  63 
legitimate  and  5 illegitimate  (3  males  and 
2 females).  This  gives  us  a birth-rate  of 
27.3  per  1,000  population,  which  is  2J- 
times  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  25.4,  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered in  the  district  was  16  (giving  a rate 
of  6.4)  to  which  must  he  added  10  deaths 
of  Baldock  people  which  occurred  in  other 
districts. 

This  total  of  26  deaths  belonging  to  your 
district  gives  us  a death-rate  of  10.4  per 
1,000  population,  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  year  1913  (rate  10.1)  is  the 
lowest  on  record  for  the  past  31  years. 
This  is  better  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  12.4. 

Ten  deaths  occurred  in  males  and  16  in 
females.  The  figures  for  the  quarters 
were  consecutively  6,  9,  3,  8.  Registered 
causes  were:  Cancer,  5;  organic  heart 
disease,  4;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2; 
puerperal  fever,  2;  whooping  cough,  1; 
rheumatic  fever,  1;  pneumonia,  1;  neph- 
ritis, 1 ; violence,  1 : other  defined 
diseases,  8.  Ihe  mortality  from  cancer 
was  five,  giving  a death-rate  of  2.04  per 
1.000. 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year)  was  only  2,  one  from  pneumonia 
and  one  from  whoopig-cough  with  convul- 
sions. This  corresponds  to  a rate  of  29 
per  1,000  births,  which  is  exceptional. 


especially  when  compared  with  80,  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  vour 
district  is  about  per  week. 

Hospitals. — Patients  from  Baldock  have 
attended  the  London  and  Cambridge  Hos- 
pitals. Our  two  local  hospitals  have  been 
made  use  of  to  the  extent  below  : — 

Number  of  in-patients  treated  at 
Hitchin,  13;  Letchworth,  14.  Total  num- 
ber of  weeks  beds  were  occupied  in  Hitc’iin 
26 j ; Letchworth,  53.  Cost  per  bed  per 
week  for  Hitchin,  £2  14s.  5d.;  Letchworth, 
^^3  7s.  8d.  Total  cost  of  Baldock  patients 
in  Hitchin,  £12  2s.  Id.;  Letchworth,  y,  179 
6s.  4d.  Contributions  from  BalJo;k 

patients  to  Hitchin  (not  obtained);  Letch- 
worth, £28.  Subscriptions  from  Baldock 
to  Hitchin,  £16  12s.;  to  Letchworth  i,.b2 
13s.  Id.  This  last  figure  does  not  include 
the  penny-a-week  collection  from  Baldock 
persons  who  work  in  the  Letchworth  fac- 
tories. The  allowance  of  £2  per  week 
from  the  County  Council  to  the  Letchworth 
Hospital  came  to  £27  for  Baldock,  which 
means  that  the  total  number  of  weeks  beds 
occupied  by  Baldock  tuberculosis  cases 
was  13i. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

'tVater. — Our  town  supply  is  constant 
and  good  though  hard.  The  greater  part 
of  the  houses  are  served  by  the  town’s 
supply  from  Letchworth.  The  number  of 
houses  connected  to  the  water-mains  dur- 
ing the  year  was  44.  The  rest  of  the  water 
supply  is  from  bored  wells  close  to  the 
houses,  and  where  these  wells  have  been 
suspected  the  water  has  been  analysed, 
and  in  every  case  has  been  found  to  be 
dangerously  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
In  the  above  three  instances  the  town 
water  was  iaid  on.  The  risk  from  water 
of  this  kind  is  perhaps  not  altogether 
realised  by  some  people,  and  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  plans  were  in  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  year  foi  extending  the  town  water- 
mains  by  702  yards  of  3in.  cast-iron  pipes 
to  the  Klondyke  area. 

River. — Great  precautions  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  River 
Ivel,  which  arises  in  close  proximity  to 
the  sewage  works. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — A Public  In- 
quiry under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875 
was  held  on  May  25th,  1920,  by  H.  R. 
Hooper,  Esq..  O.B.E.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  regarding  our  Works 
of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The 
need  of  efficient  sewerage  in  the  Klondyke 
area  was  strengthened  by  individual  com- 
plaint to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  As  a re- 
sult of  this,  a sewerage  scheme  was  com- 
menced early  in  December  with  a recon- 
struction of  the  existing  works  and  an  ex- 
tension of  the  main  sewer  (702  yards)  to 
Bygrave  Road,  Salisbury  Road,  and 
Biggleswade  Road.  If  the  Pest  House 
Lane  sewer  is  decided  on  we  shall  have  a 
complete  water-carriage  system  for  the 
whole  of  the  town. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  no 
privies  and  very  few  earth  closets.  The 
latter  will  probably  be  converted  into 
w.c.’s  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  the  case 
of  hand-flushed  closets  notices  will  be 
served  on  the  owners  to  provide  suitable 
flushing  cisterns. 

Scavenging. — House  refuse  is  removed 
once  a week ; tins  are  buried  and  the  rest 
put  on  to  the  land.  The  cleansing  of  the 
cesspools  is  done  by  the  occupiers.  There 
are  no  ashpits. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Your  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  made  249  house  inspections  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  number  of  statutory 
notices  served  was  seven.  The  result  of 
these  notices  was  that  six  houses  were 
made  fit  for  habitation  and  one  house  was 
closed  by  the  owner. 

The  following  premises  and  occupations 
are  controlled  by  bye-laws  : Slaughter- 
houses, 4;  fried  fish  shop,  1. 

Schools. — Ten  visits  were  made  to  the 
two  elementary  schools,  and  144  children 
(72  boys  and  72  girls)  were  medically  ex- 
amined. No  visits  were  made  during  the 
first  term  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  whoop- 


ing cough,  which  commenced  about  the 
middle  of  January  and  continued  well  into 
March.  This  necessitated  closing  the  fol- 
lowing departments,  as  one  quarter  to 
one-half  of  the  children  were  away  ill  at 
various  times  : Baldock  Pond  Lane,  35 
days;  Park  Street  Infants,  35  days;  Bal- 
dock Park  Street  Girls,  12  days;  Boys,  12 
days.  With  the  exception  of  this  first 
quarter  the  last-named  department  held 
premier  place  for  the  remaining  three 
quarters  of  the  year  as  regards  attendance 
amongst  boys  in  Hertfordshire. 

Only  three  children,  all  suffering  from 
scabies,  were  excluded  from  school.  The 
results  of  these  examinations  showed  that 
twelve  children  suffered  from  malnutri- 
tion ; 22  were  unclean ; 5 had  scabies,  9 
defective  eyesight,  4 skin  affections,  12 
defective  teeth,  3 tuberculosis,  19  enlarged 
tonsils,  5 adenoids,  1 was  blind,  2 deaf,  2 
mental,  and  22  had  minor  ailments;  53 
children  were  unvaccinated.  The  attention 
of  parents  is  drawn  to  these  defects,  and 
the  school  nurse  assiduously  follows  up 
these  cases,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 
For  the  most  part  enlarged  tonsils  and  ade- 
noids are  referred  to  the  local  hospitals, 
dental  cases  to  the  school  dentist,  eye 
cases  to  the  school  ophthalmic  surgeons, 
and  delicate  children  to  the  tuberculosis 
clinic  at  Letchworth. 

It  is  difficult  to  express  an  opinion  re- 
garding maternity  and  child  welfare  work 
in  Baldock  in  relation  to  the  health  of 
school  children,  but  the  following  figures 
may  be  of  interest : 


1918 

1919 

1920 

No.  of  children  examined 
Cases  of  and  diseases  due 

140 

151 

144 

to  malnutrition  

Cases  of  and  diseases  due 

19 

13 

15 

to  uncleanliness  

40 

35 

30 

Carious  teeth  

70 

35 

12 

Unvaccinated  

40 

47 

53 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  parents 
seem  to  make  a special  effort  to  be  present 
when  infants  are  examined.  The  sanita- 
tion of  the  schools  is  on  the  whole  fairly 
satisfactory,  and  the  town  water  supplies 
them.  In  the  case  of  Park  Street  School, 
increased  lavatory  accommodation  for  the 
boys  and  extra  cloak-room  accommodation 
for  the  girls  are  still  needed. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — This  was  pure  and 
wholesome  and  adequately  distributed. 
The  County  Inspector  submitted  two  sam- 
ples from  our  district  to  the  County 
Analyst,  who  reported  them  to  be  genuine, 
that  is  to  say,  the  samples  contained  suffi- 
cient cream,  no  added  water,  and  no  pre- 
servative. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  in- 
spected during  the  year  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  your  Coun- 
cil under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 
Order,  1919,  which  allows  of  a supply  of 
milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  five.  This  has  been 
administered  through  the  County  Council 
by  the  midwives. 

Meat. — Meat  inspection  was  carried  out 
by  Mr.  G.  T.  Hill,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Oliver  as  Inspector  of  Animals  and 
Meat.  Nothing  of  importance  in  the  way 
of  disease  in  either  live  animals  or  car- 
cases was  found  during  the  year,  though 
one  pig’s  head  was  condemned  for  tuber- 
culosis of  a minor  degree. 

In  June  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  myself,  at  your  Council’s  request, 
made  a special  inspection  of  the  existing 
four  slaughter-houses  in  your  district, 
when  we  found  that  only  one  was  really 
satisfactory,  though  the  remainder  were 
clean,  well-looked  after,  far  too  small,  and 
too  close  to  dwelling-houses.  All  had  good 
floors  of  either  concrete  or  brick. 

Though  there  is  no  public  abbatoir,  the 
meat  inspector  attends  at  the  time  of 
slaughter. 

Registered  Slaughter-houses:  1914,  4; 
January,  1920,  3;  December,  1920,  3. 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  : 1914,  1 ; 

January,  1920,  1;  December,  1920,  1. 
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Our  four  bakehouses  were  inspected 
from  time  to  time  and  no  fault  found. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Of  the  32  cases  of  infectious  disease 
which  were  notilied  during  the  year  tuber- 
culosis (all  forms)  numbered  19,  the  re- 
mainder being  paratyphoid  2,  pneumonia 
3,  malaria  2,  scarlet  fever  3,  erysipelas  1, 
puerperal  fever  2. 

Tuberculosis. — Never  since  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912, 
came  into  force  have  we  had  so  many  cases 
notified  during  any  one  year  (16  pulmonary 
and  3 non-pulmonary ; 10  males  and  9 

females).  This  may  perhaps  be  accounted 
for  partly  by  the  fact  that  notifications  are 
more  prompt  and  partly  that  during  the 
previous  year  1919  only  four  cases  were 
notified,  this  also  being  a record. 

The  mortality,  however,  tor  1920,  was 
only  2 (both  pulmonary),  giving  a death- 
rate  from  this  cause  of  .8  per  "l, 000.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were 
41  persons  belonging  to  your  district  who 
were  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (30  pul- 
monary and  11  non-pulmonary  cases)  if  we 
include  those  patients  away  under  treat- 
ment in  sanatoria,  etc. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. — Two  cases  of  para- 
typhoid fever  B,  one  of  which  was  identi- 
fied by  bacteriological  test,  occurred  at  the 
end  of  January.  No  source  of  infection 
was  found.  One  case  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  there  was  no 
spread  of  infection.  Both  cases  recovered. 

Pneumonia. — Four  cases  of  pneumonia 
occurred  in  the  Spring.  One  was  not  noti- 
fied and  one  proved  fatal  in  an  infant,  giv- 
ing a rate  of  .4  per  1,000  from  this  cause. 

Malaria. — Two  cases  of  malaria,  both 
contracted  on  service  overseas,  were  noti- 
fied. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Only  three  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  were  notified,  two  of  which 
occurred  in  workers  in  Letchworth  fac- 
toies,  and  these  were  removed  to  the  Iso- 
lation Hospital.  The  origin  of  the  other 
case  could  not  be  traced,  and  the  patient 
was  not  removed,  as  there  was  no  bed 
available. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  was  notified  and 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where 
the  patient  made  a good  recovery. 

Influenza. — In  the  late  Spring  there  were 
quite  a number  of  cases  of  mild  influenza, 
both  of  the  respiratory  and  gastric  types. 
You  decided  not  to  form  an  emergency 
committee  to  deal  with  a possible  epi- 
demic. There  were  no  deaths  from  this 
cause. 

Vaccination. — No  vaccinations  have 
been  performed  by  me  under  the  Public 
Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations 
1917,  but  22  primary  vaccinations  have 
been  done  in  the  district  by  myself  as 
public  vaccinator. 

There  are  no  facilities  available  in  the 
district  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection 
of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings 
beyond  the  ordinary  domestic  arrange- 
ments. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

We  have  no  official  maternity  and  child 
welfare  centre  in  Baldock,  but  there  is  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  a volun- 
tary centre. 

Puerperal  Fever. — We  had  two  cases  of 
puerperal  fever,  both  of  which  proved 
fatal.  Both  went  to  hospital  and  one  case 
died  at  home  after  several  weeks’  illness, 
and  was  complicated  by  old-standing 
organic  disease.  The  other  followed  after 
miscarriage,  where  medical  aid  was 
sought  late. 

Measles. — The  small  epidemic  of 
measles  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  1919 
continued  into  January,  1920,  and  13  cases 
were  noted  during  that  month.  After  the 
1st  of  January  measles  ceased  to  be  noti- 
fiable, so  no  records  are  available  for  the 
rest  of  the  year,  but  I do  not  think  this 
disease  was  very  prevalent.  Your  Council 
decided  to  apply  for  a local  Order  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Ministry  of  Health  making 
all  cases  notifiable  and  not  first  cases  only, 
but  did  not  proceed  with  this. 


The  whooping-cough  epidemic  in  the 
Spring  mentioned  under  “Schools,”  re- 
sulted in  a mortality  of  one  infant,  with  a 
death-rate  of  .4  per  1,000.  With  such 
small  figures  we  can  hardly  compare  this 
with  .11,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  or 
epidemic  diarrhoea. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (part  time)  and  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  (whole  time),  who  is  also  Sur- 
veyor, manager  of  Cemetery,  collector  of 
water,  district  and  poor  rate,  and  was  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  to  be  Inspector  of 
Animals  and  Meat  in  place  of  Mr.  G.  T. 
Hill  (resigned). 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Wals- 
worth  has  been  sufficient  to  admit  four 
cases  out  of  rive  which  it  was  desirable  to 
isolate.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  small-pox  hos- 
pital at  Langley. 

Local  Acts  are  non-existent,  but  Part 
HI.  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act 
1890,  has  been  adopted. 

Examinations  of  a chemical  and  bac- 
teriological nature  have  been  done 
privately,  by  the  public  analyst  and  through 
the  tuberculosis  clinic  at  Letchworth. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. — (I)  There 
is  still  room  for  improvement  with  regard 
to  housing,  though  defects  are  gradually 
being  remedied,  unfit  houses  closed,  and 
the  shortage  met  by  your  Council’s 
scheme,  which  was  commenced  on  April 
19th.  (2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  of 

houses,  348;  (b)  building  of  200  houses 
contemplated,  two  actually  built  and  46  in 
course  of  erection.  (3)  The  population  has 
increased  by  96  during  the  year,  and  an 
increase  may  be  expected  when  the  new 
factory  is  built. 

Overcrowding. — There  is  overcrowding 
due  to  shortage,  which  is  being  met  by  the 
Council’s  housing  scheme. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — (1)  (a)  The  general 
standard  of  housing  is  fairly  good,  but 
there  are  exceptions,  chiefly  in  the  Nor- 
ton End  area.  (b)  Defects  are  primarily 
due  to  the  houses  being  very  old,  too  close 
together,  and  not  adaptable  to  present 
standards.  (c)  Defects  are  due  also  to 
many  of  the  houses  not  being  kept  in  a 
proper  state  of  repair. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit 
houses  is  chiefly  under  the  Housing  Acts 
by  closure  as  soon  as  these  become 
vacant. 

(3)  Houses  not  absolutely  unfit  are 
being  brought  up  to  present-day  standards 
as  far  as  possible. 

(4)  Forty-four  houses  have  been  con- 
nected to  the  town  water  mains,  but  many 
still  obtain  water  from  suspicious  wells 
close  by.  Closet  accommodation  is  not 
satisfactory,  and  few  working-class  houses 
have  proper  refuse  bins. 

Unhealthy  Areas. — Upon  my  represen- 
tation, dated  March  15th,  1920,  under  Part 
11.  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890,  plans  were 
prepared  for  reconstructing  Norton  End 
district,  and  these  were  being  considered 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Bye-laws. — (1)  Our  bye-laws  regulate 
new  buildings,  private  scavenging,  and 
prevention  of  nuisances. 

(2)  Revision  of  these  bye-laws  is  long 
overdue. 

No  infectious  disease  was  found  amongst 
the  81  inmates  of  27  vans,  which  were 
inspected  just  before  Baldock  Fair  in 
October. 

Your  Council  are  very  much  in  touch 
with  present-day  requirements,  and  are 
dealing  with  over-crowding,  insanitary 
property  and  housing  as  far  as  practicable. 
APPENDICES— HOUSING  CONDI- 
TIONS—STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR 
ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1920. 


1. — General  : — 

(1)  Estimated  population  2494 

(2)  General  death-rate  10.4 


(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 8 

(4)  Infant  mortality  29 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all 

classes  624 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwell- 

ing-houses   429 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class 

houses  erected  2 


11. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses;  — 

I.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 


ing Acts)  249 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  - houses 

which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District!  Re- 
gulations, 1910  249 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found 

to  he  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  3 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (ex- 
clusive of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head- 
ing) found  not  to  be  in  all  res- 
pects reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  56 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Ser- 

vice of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  56 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc..  Act,  1919. 

(I)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 


respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  6 


(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault of  owners  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ....  1 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17 
and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made 

with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  de- 

molished in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  0 

III. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  Im- 
provement Schemes  under  (b) 

Part  11.  of  the  Act  of  1890. 

(1)  Name  of  area  Norton  End 

(2)  Acreage  5 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses 

in  area  about  100 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons 

to  be  displaced,  approximately  550 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying 

with  the  building  bye-laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local 
Authority  action,  section  25 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 
ning, etc..  Act,  1919  1 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work 

consists  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr. 

Oliver  and  myself. 

BERTRAM  SUGGIT,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
2nd  May,  1921. 
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Gentlemen, — 

f the  intention  of  keeping  the  Council  in  touch  with  the  many  routine  matters  and  undertakings  I aooend 

the  following  short  summary  of  the  accounts  and  other  information  which  I think  might  be  of  some  valL’  to  yo^u 

Assessable  Value  of  the  District  has  increased  from  ^8,395  to  ^8,675  during  the  past  year  and  as  this 
value  gradually  increases  the  rate  in  the  £ should  automatically  decrease.  ^ y , ana  as  ttiis 

The  following,  1 trust,  will  be  of  interest  to  you. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  J.  WILLIAMS,  Clerk. 


Clerk 
Treasurer 
Medical  Officer 
Surveyor 
Inspector 
Inspector  of  Meat 
Collector  of  District,  Water, 
Cemetery  Manager 

Water  Inspector 

.Allotments  Collector 


LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  SERVANTS. 

E.  J.  Williams 
H.  W.  Colyer 
B.  Suggit 
T.  V.  Oliver 
Ditto 
Ditto 

and  Poor  Rate...  Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


£200  per  annum 
No  Salary 
;£30  per  annum 
;C105  per  annum 
X60  per  annum 
^15  per  annum 
£70  per  annum 
£5  per  annum 
£5  per  annum 
2jX  on  Collection 


Scales,  Charles 
Cawdell,  Charles 
Lincoln,  William 
Howard,  James 
Buck,  Alfred 
King,  H.  E. 
Temple,  James 


LIST  OF  COUNCIL’S  EMPLOYEES  AND  THEIR  WEEKLY  WAGE. 


Summary  of 

CREDIT. 


Balance  brought  forward 
Highways  Account 
Public  Lighting 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging  

Town  Hall  Expenses 

Legal  Charges  

Cemetery  Expenses 
Election  Expenses 

Water  Supply  

Fire  Brigade  

Infectious  Disease  Notifications 
Smallpox  Hospital 
Isolation  Hospital 

Salaries  

Establishment  

Miscellaneous  

Employers’  Contribution 

Audit  Stamp  

Instalment  of  Loan 

Interest  on  Loan  

Public  Clock  Account 

Profiteering  

Recreation  Ground  Expenses 

Balance  


17/6  per  week  + 2/6  Caretaker  at  Cemetery  on  Sunday 

17^  IZ  week  ^ “P  P^P-- 

55/-  per  week  + 1/-  an  hour  overtime— average  5 hours  per  week. 

50/-  per  week  -|-  1/-  an  hour  overtime  (if  any) 

64/-  per  week  -f  2/-  for  Sunday  duty. 

15/-  per  week  + 1/-  an  hour  after  II  p.m.,  when  Hall  is  in  use. 

Accounts  for  Year  ended  Sist  March,  1921. 

DEBIT. 


£ s.  d.  £ 
1 

897  9 104- 


59  12 
708  15 
222  12 
178  17 
16  19 
71  4 

4!  13 
529  6 
102  9 
3 6 
1 19 
93  18 
484  14 
182  17 
22  10 


8 18  11 


5 

381 

298 


0 

2 

4 

0 

-4319  14  8J 


3 6 
6 14 

3 

1683 


9 7i 
13  9 


;C6,008  0 1 


Balance  brought  forward 
Receipt,  as  per  Treasurer’s  Book. 
Water  Connection  Account 
County  Council  Account 

Allotments  

Fuel  and  Lighting 
Licenses  and  Fees 
Sewage  Land  Rent  Account 
Miscellaneous  Receipts 

General  District  Rate — 

First  Half  Year 
Second  Half  Year  ... 

Water  Rents — 

First  Half  Year 
Second  Half  Year 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

2 

0 

..  24 

0 

0 

..  790 

0 

0 

..  51 

4 

8 

..  188 

9 

6 

0 

10 

6 

..  65 

0 

0 

..  51 

13 

7 

.1362 

18 

.1470 

1 

6 

..  419 

6 

0 

..  358 

9 

10 

£ 

1225 


s.  d. 
3 94 


1172  0 3 


2833  0 24 


777  15  10 


Balance 

CREDIT. 

Water  Supply 
Sewage  Land 
Black  Horse  Farm 
Public  Buildings 
Farm  Lane  Sewer 

Main  Sewerage  

Main  Sewerage — Deposit  Account 
Farm  Lane  Sewer — Treasurer 
Main  Sewerage — Treasurer  ... 
Water  Mains — Treasurer 
Water  Mains — Capital  Account 

Gas  Mains — Capital  Account 
T.  V.  Oliver,  Surveyor 

E.  J.  Williams,  Clerk 

Housing  

Main  Sewerage  

Food  Expenses  

Rate  Collector’s  Account 

Treasurer’s  Account  


Sheet  for  Year 


£ s.  d. 
.1762  16  8 
. 849  16  6 
.1528  14  1 

.603  1 2 

. 863  17  6 
, 729  13  1 

7000  0 0 
1632  2 6 
631  611 

605  0 0 
45  0 0 


£ 


ended  31st  March,  1921. 

DEBIT. 


12  16  6 
15  8 9 
33  19  3 
0 10  0 
0 4 1 

43  7 6 


-16251  8 
844  1 


106  6 
1616  10 


;{:i8,818  6 5 


Royal  Liver  Society — 

Public  Buildings  

Black  Horse  Farm 

Sewage  Land  

Public  Works  Loan  Board — 

Water  Supply  

Farm  Lane  Sewer 

Main  Sewerage  

Ditto  

Treasurer,  Gas  Mains  Account 

Income  Tax  Account  

Water  Rents  Collector 

District  Fund  Account 


603  1 


849  16 


.1762  16 


38  9 


£0,008 

0 1 

■ d.  £. 

s.  d. 

1 2 

i 6 

i 8 

1 0 

• 0 

> 0 

16251 

8 5 

844 

1 7 

8 

0 

39 

2 8 

1683 

13  9 

;£18,818 

6 5 
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statement  with  regard  to  Outstanding  Loans. 


Amount  originally  Date  of 


borrowed. 

borrowing. 

For  what  object. 

;{;2,609 

22/7/07 

Water  Supply  t. 

;^2,000 

27/5/97 

Public  Buildings  

i;  1,565 

14/10/14 

Black  Horse  Farm  

/;870 

26/10/14 

New  Sewage  Farm  

£2,539 

6/9/20 

Farm  Lane  Sewerage,  etc.... 

.<;!2,096 

3/7/20 

Works  in  connection  with 
Assisted  Housing  Scheme  . 

^50,000 

18/10/20 

Ditto  

i.:8,279 

7/12/20 

Klondyke  Sewerage,  etc.  ... 

/;9oo 

Ditto  

t4,860 

18/3/21 

Gas  Supply  to  Site  

C2J70 

18/3/21 

Purchase  of  Land — Site 

Period  of  Rate  of  Amount  of  Principal  outstand 
repayment.  Interest.  ing  on  3Ist  March,  1921. 


years 

30 

3i% 

i:i,762 

16 

8 

30 

3i% 

£603 

1 

2 

60 

41% 

yj  1,528 

14 

1 

60 

41% 

00 

CD 

16 

6 

30 

6 % 

y;2,496 

0 

0 

60 

6 % 

y;  12, 096 

0 

0 

60 

6 % 

y;49,964 

0 

0 

30 

61% 

y:8,i4i 

0 

0 

15 

61% 

£610 

0 

0 

30 

61% 

£A,660 

0 

0 

80 

61% 

£2,110 

0 

0 

Printed  by  H.  Reed,  Tudor  House,  Baldock. 
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